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of quelling his rebellious subjects, only by good fortune
effected an ignominious retreat, and fled to      July,
Worms.

Hildebrand in the mean time neglected none of his
own means of warfare, that warfare conducted July 25.
not in the battle-field, but in the hearts and the Pope,
souls of men, which he felt himself to command, and
knew how to sway to his purpose. Words were his
weapons, but words which went to the depths of the
human mind, and shook almost every living man with
fear. There were two classes, the churchmen, and the
vulgar, which comprehended the larger part of the
human race; to both he spake the fit and persuasive
language. He addressed a spiritual manifesto to all
Christendom, but more especially to the bishops and
clergy. He reverted to his former affection for Henry ;
the love with which even when a deacon he had warned
his youth; he had continued his earnest admonitions in
mature age. But Henry had only returned evil for
good; had lifted up his heel against St. Peter. He
commanded the bishops to urge the contumacious King
to repentance, but " if he prefers the devil to Christ,
and adheres to his simoniacal and excommunicated
counsellors, the bishops, the Pope himself, must man-
fully discharge their duty. They must enforce upon
all, clergy and laity, the peremptory obligation of
avoiding all intercourse whatever with the excommuni-
cated ; all intercourse which was death to the souls of
those wretched men and to their own." *

In a letter to Herman of Metz he presses this doctrine
with more relentless rigour. " All who had communi-
cated with the excommunicated king, if king he might

* Regest. iv. 1.